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This is the new book by Ukrainian journalist Serhii Rudenko, author of “Zelenskyyiy Without 
Make-Up: A Political Biography” sold in 2022 in 25 languages.

In February 2022 Russia invaded Ukraine: the taking of the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, was a 
declared main goal of the “special operation”. Both the seat of government and the base 
of President Zelenskyy, Putin‘s number one enemy, are in Kyiv. Whoever controls Kyiv con-
trols Ukraine. The unexpectedly successful defense of the capital and the expulsion of the 
Russian occupiers from the surrounding settlements in the greater Kyiv area was a crucial 
turning point in the course of the war.

Chapter by chapter, battle round by round, the author Serhii Rudenko recounts the deci-
sive moments in the defense of Kyiv and the surrounding area. Rudenko himself was in Kyiv 
when the war broke out, and he witnessed the first rockets hitting the Ukrainian capital. 
His book is following the individual fates of 12 people, many of whom he knew personally 
before the war, illustrating how brutally this war changes lives. In brief flashbacks, Rudenko 
shows these people in their earlier life with all their plans and hopes, and then their fate 
during the struggle for Kyiv. Its hot first phase is described here from a wide variety of per-
spectives and eye witnesses. And tragically for many of these people, whose voices that 
appear in the book have since been silenced by the war.

Of course also the Klitschko brothers, whom the author met for the first time thirty years 
ago, are among these witnesses in the book. And it turns out that the first round of the 
Klichkos‘ personal struggle against Putin took place well before 2022. The two world-fa-
mous boxers, who could have made themselves comfortable anywhere in the world after 
their careers, put themselves at the service of the fight for freedom regardless of the risk to 
their own lives and thus also personally became symbolic figures for the determination of 
Ukrainian citizens to defend their country.

This incredible spirit of resitance, which neither Putin‘s generals nor the Western world had 
counted on, made it clear that the war in Ukraine and the battle for Kyiv is also a battle for 
freedom and self-determination in Europe. Only with the liberation of the villages around 
Kyiv and the gruesome discoveries of Bucha and Irpin would the Western world finally reali-
ze that this is also a battle to defend human dignity.

The 12 „heroes“
a photo reporter who died near Kyiv, a politician and a poet who were under occupa-
tion near Kyiv, a journalist who spent 10 days under occupation in Bucha, an actor and 
film director, a major who fought for Gostomel airport, a female lieutenant who burned 
Russian tanks, a public activist who died, a fighter of the territorial defense who died in 
Kharkiv Oblast, a Major General who headed the defense of Kiev airport, an editor-in-
chief, a pop singer.

Sergii Rudenko was born 1970 in the Sumi region in Ukraine. He is a publicist and television journalist, author of a weekly author column 
for Deutsche Welle and editor-in-chief of „Espresso.TV“. He worked for the Ukrainian service of Radio Svoboda, was the editor-in-chief of 
the editions „Now“, „Gazeta 24“, „Glavred“. He is founder of the book portal „Bukvoid“. He became famous by his quite critial political 
biography about President Zelenskyi translated into more than 25 languages.


